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Release date 3 December, 2021, Oxfordshire, UK – The National Quantum 

Computing Centre (NQCC) and Oxford Quantum Circuits (OQC), a UK-based 

quantum computing company, today announce the signing of a memorandum of 

understanding. This MOU reflects their shared vision to enable ‘quantum readiness’ 

and build a user community for UK quantum computing, to drive adoption and realise 

the benefits across the economy and society from an early stage. 

Quantum computers operate in a fundamentally different way to conventional 

computers. They are expected to deliver a step-change in computing power, with the 

ability to perform certain tasks that are practically impossible for today’s digital 

computers. 
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Providing access for users to explore the power of quantum computing is expected 

to open new avenues of academic and industrial research, with the prospect of 

catalysing the development of novel technologies. Quantum computing, for instance, 

has the potential to speed up the discovery of new materials and medicines, offer 

new designs for batteries in electric vehicles, and lead to the more efficient use of 

transport networks through improved traffic routing. 

OQC recently launched its Quantum Computing as-a Service (QCaaS) with its own 

cloud access, and the NQCC is taking a lead on sector-based engagement. The 

combination of OQC’s leading technology and the NQCC’s reach, and user 

community activities will help to boost access to quantum computing resources for 

UK-based users in future. 

Under the MOU, the NQCC and OQC pledge to work together to enable the pathway 

to ‘quantum readiness’, an endeavour to prepare sectors of the UK economy and 

wider society to realise the full opportunities that quantum computing is set to offer. 

The organizations aim to identify potential users and showcase the capabilities of UK 

technologies and expertise, through access to OQC’s quantum computing platforms. 

This approach will also support efforts to ensure data onshoring for critical 

applications. 

Aligned to the shared vision of the MOU, the NQCC and OQC endeavour to support 

UK efforts in training and developing talent to contribute to a skilled and diverse 

workforce in quantum computing. 

“OQC is proud to be an instrumental part of the next revolution in technology. This 

new collaboration is a testament to our strategy of building the core and partnering 

with the best. Early adopters of OQC’s technology will be given a chance to further 

experiment with quantum and get competitive advantages in their industry. This is 

another step for us, together with the NQCC, in helping cement the country’s role on 

the global quantum scene.” - Dr Ilana Wisby, CEO of OQC. 

NQCC Director, Dr Michael Cuthbert said, “I am delighted that OQC and NQCC are 

taking a leadership role together to establish user access in support of our shared 

quantum readiness objectives. Building a user community and driving early adoption 
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of quantum computing resources is a core objective of the NQCC and I am excited to 

be able to do this with a UK company, developing UK technology for UK users with 

data held onshore here in the UK. The quantum computing roadmap is a long and 

complex one, today marks an important step on that journey.” 

 

Notes to editors:  

About National Quantum Computing Centre (NQCC) 
 
The NQCC is a new research institution, funded through UK Research and Innovation, which is 
dedicated to accelerating the development of quantum computing by addressing the challenges of 
scaling the emerging technologies. The centre will work with businesses, the government, and the 
research community to deliver quantum computing capabilities for the UK and support the growth of 
the emerging industry. The NQCC’s programme is being delivered jointly by the research councils, 
EPSRC and STFC.  
  
The centre will be headquartered in a purpose-built facility on STFC’s Rutherford Appleton Laboratory 
site at the Harwell Campus in Oxfordshire, which is due for completion in 2023.   
 
The NQCC is part of the National Quantum Technologies Programme, which involves the delivery of 
£1 billion of public and private sector investment over 10 years (2014-2024), to develop and deliver 
quantum technologies across the areas of sensing, timing, imaging, communications and computing.  
  
Media contact:  
Soma Deshprabhu | Communications Officer – NQCC  
E: soma.deshprabhu@stfc.ac.uk  
M: +44 (0)7718 318720  
W: https://www.nqcc.ac.uk/  
  
About Oxford Quantum Circuits (OQC) 

OQC is the UK and Europe’s leader in quantum computing. With its private Quantum Computing as a 
Service, OQC enables strategic partners and customers to explore with quantum and make 
breakthrough discoveries, solving some of the world’s most challenging problems. Register your 
interest to access OQC’s private QCaaS at www.oxfordquantumcircuits.com. 

 

mailto:soma.deshprabhu@stfc.ac.uk
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nqcc.ac.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cj.saunders%40rhul.ac.uk%7C5173fa03f9c14de5b93f08d946e48409%7C2efd699a19224e69b601108008d28a2e%7C0%7C0%7C637618769546652331%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=zR%2F3WHp6Ao1Sb73I52BEMFrcyw0KtrYFrlooOXWZ9fY%3D&reserved=0
http://www.oxfordquantumcircuits.com/

